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mother amata veritas

Dear Family and Friends of Spiritus Sanctus Academy,

I have met many of our long-time school families over the years; others I have only recently met, and still others I look 
forward to meeting in the future. One of the great joys for me in my first year as Prioress General has been to come 
to know our religious Community “in a new way,” and the same is true of our schools and those we partner with in 
the apostolate. As I get to know our school communities better, I am in awe at the many ways the Lord is at work, and 
at the fruit that He brings out of this work of Catholic education. I look forward to getting to know you more in the 
coming years as we continue this good work together.

It is with deep gratitude that I thank our Spiritus Sanctus Academy parents for entrusting your children to us as we 
partner with you in their formation. We know what commitment and sacrifice it requires to provide them with a 
Catholic education. Thank you for trusting us to form their hearts, minds, and souls, as beloved children of God and 
disciples of Christ. To our grandparents, extended family members, friends, sponsors, and benefactors – thank you 
for your support of our schools. Your goodness and generosity enables us to fulfill our mission of forming young 
people. We would not be able to do it without your support!

Certainly among the greatest of God’s blessings to us are our students themselves. It is a truly a privilege to see the 
Holy Spirit at work in the formation of our students, as they open themselves up to His grace in their lives. From the 
newest member of our school community to the 8th graders coming to the end of their SSA education, our students 
are the reason that the Spiritus Sanctus Academies exist. The partnership of our dedicated and committed staff, our 
school families, and our benefactors and friends makes possible all that our students are able to receive and achieve. 

Each year as part of our Gala celebration, we award the Medal of St. Dominic to honor someone who, by their life 
of witnessing to the Faith, has made a significant contribution to the Church. This year we present the 2022 Medal 
of St. Dominic to the faculty and staff of the Spiritus Sanctus Academy schools and to our school principals, Sr. Maria 
Faustina and Sr. Maria Gemma, in recognition of their ongoing commitment to Catholic education and specifically 
of their efforts to carry out the SSA mission in the midst of the pandemic. The families who nominated the staff and 
principals for this award pointed out the great deal of work and fortitude these past two years have demanded, 
above what is already normally required of teachers and administrators. They particularly acknowledged the efforts 
to return to in-person learning as soon as possible, to accommodate the constantly-changing roster of quarantined 
students and keep those students (and the rest of their class) moving forward even during absences, and to navigate 
the wide variety of regulations and requirements which schools faced during this time. I want to join my voice to 
theirs in thanking Sr. Maria Faustina, Sr. Maria Gemma, our teachers, and our staff for their dedication in weathering 
this storm and continuing to form our students in the Faith and in virtue. 

Please know of our prayers for each of you – and please pray for us, as we continue our mission of leading our young 
people to know and love the Lord and the beautiful richness of our Catholic Faith. May our Lord abundantly bless 
each of you and your families. 

Gratefully in Mary, Mother of the Eucharist,

Mother Mary Assumpta Long, O.P.
Prioress General

LETTER FROM
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SPIRITUS SANCTUS ACADEMY (SSA)
Spiritus Sanctus Academies (Latin for Holy Spirit) are 
private Catholic K-8 schools in the Ann Arbor and 
Plymouth areas of Southeast Michigan. The schools 
have been administered by the Dominican Sisters of 
Mary, Mother of the Eucharist and staffed by faith-
filled laity for over 25 years. As the Faith is central to 
the schools, Mass and the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
are offered regularly, and with a chapel at the heart of 
each campus, students have frequent opportunities for 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

The mission of Spiritus Sanctus Academy is to create a 
unique educational environment in which learning and 
practicing the Truths of the Catholic Faith are central to 
the development of each child. In partnership with the 
families, the schools strive to provide a well-rounded 
Catholic education for their students, rooted in the 
Truths of the Faith, and the educational scholarship 
needed to prosper in the worldwide community of 
this millennium. Each student’s individual talents and 
gifts are challenged and developed according to their 
capacity so that they might use them for the honor and 
glory of God, for their own spiritual and temporal good, 
and for the good of their neighbor.

about us
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SPIRITUS SANCTUS ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIPS
Since its inception, Spiritus Sanctus Academy has sought to make 
Catholic education affordable to every family. The Rosary Scholarship 
was established by Mr. Thomas Monaghan to assist families to this 
end. In 1999, the Brusher Scholarship was created in memory of Paul 
Brusher, the son of Fred and Margaret Brusher. In 2013, Margaret 
Brusher gave another generous contribution in memory of their son, 
Patrick Brusher. Each year, families in need of financial assistance are 
awarded monies from one of these scholarships to subsidize their 
tuition. During the SSA Annual Benefit Gala, individuals are invited to 
contribute to these scholarship funds.

HOLY SPIRIT FUND
The Spiritus Sanctus Academy Board established a distinct fund 
entitled the Holy Spirit Fund to provide a means for individuals to 
make tax-deductible donations to the school. The purpose of this 
fund is to proactively generate a source of revenue for the long-term 
stability of the schools. Since the schools are privately owned by the 
Dominican Sisters of Mary and not subsidized by the Diocese or a 
parish, the fiscal responsibility rests with the Sisters.
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THE MEDAL OF ST. DOMINIC

The Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist 
are pleased to present the Medal of St. Dominic each 
year at the SSA Annual Benefit Gala. This award is given 
to a man, woman, or individuals whose lives show 
tireless effort in the service of God via profession or 
volunteerism in the spirit of St. Dominic. The purpose 
of The Medal of St. Dominic is to raise awareness of the 
Dominican Sisters’ mission and to recognize individuals 
whose daily life reflects the Christian ideals promoted 
by Spiritus Sanctus Academy and who have lived out 
the mission in one or more of the following ways: 

• �Contributed to Spiritus Sanctus Academy in 
outstanding ways

• �Made significant contributions in support of the 
mission of the Dominican Sisters of Mary

• �Made significant humanitarian contributions to their 
community at large 

It is hoped that honoring individuals who fit this criteria 
will inspire others to a greater involvement in the 
mission of the schools and the Sisters.

about us
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This year, the decision on who to award the St. 
Dominic Medal to was a pretty simple choice. We 
had multiple nominations submitted - all for the same 
group of people who reflect the Christian ideals that 
Spiritus Sanctus Academy promotes, contribute to 
our schools in outstanding ways, and clearly support 
the mission of the Dominican Sisters of Mary. Over 
the past two years, the faculty and staff of SSA have 
gone above and beyond these Christian ideals and 
have persevered despite any and all obstacles that 
have arisen.
 
The nominations speak for themselves.

“The faculty and staff at both the Plymouth and Ann 
Arbor SSA schools have gone above and beyond 
to maintain in-person learning during the last 2.5 
pandemic school years. Not only have they all 
continued to show up for work, but they have given 
up prep and personal time to take on additional 
responsibilities: sanitizing, overall classroom 
cleaning, and COVID testing. They have taught in 
masks, on zoom, hybrid zoom and in classroom, 
from home, and while quarantined, to name just 
a few. Our children and the SSA community as a 
whole have greatly benefited from their sacrifices to 
make in-person learning a reality!!!”
 

“The COVID-19 pandemic is a global health crisis 
without precedent in the last 100 years. Educational 
institutions at all levels have been faced with 
decisions as to how best to continue their mission 
while taking into account the health and safety of 
those they serve and those who work within the 
institution. Prior to the start of the 2020/2021 school 
year given the available data regarding the virus 
and pandemic, the faculty and staff of the Spiritus 
Sanctus Academies (SSA) decided it would be in the 
best interest of the children they serve to continue 
in-person learning with added safety measures and 
social distancing in place. This decision ran contrary 
to the strategies adopted by many public and 
private institutions which largely instituted virtual 
or hybrid models of learning. Additionally, the 
approach taken by SSA was met with scrutiny by the 
local health authorities which required an additional 
layer of administrative oversight on the part of the 
SSA, adding more work to an already stretched 
staff. These decisions were not without risk to the 
personal health of those working at the school as 
risk of becoming seriously ill due to COVID infection 
does increase with age. 

MEDAL OF

st. dominic

SANCTUS DOMINICUS

THE DOMINICAN SISTERS OF MARY, MOTHER OF THE EUCHARIST, AND SPIRITUS SANCTUS 
ACADEMY ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THIS YEAR’S ST. DOMINIC MEDAL HONOREES,

The Faculty & Staff of Spiritus Sanctus Academy
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Yet in spite of these challenges, the teachers, 
administrators and staff at SSA have remained 
dedicated to the wellbeing of the children 
and families they serve. It has since become 
apparent and largely accepted that in-person 
learning even during the pandemic is not only 
the best educational approach, but is also in the 
best interests of the children from a social and 
psychological perspective. Catholic schools as a 
whole have been at the forefront of this through 
the pandemic despite the challenges and risks 
mentioned above. We feel that the faculty and staff 
of SSA have been granted graces to heroically excel 
in the virtues of circumspection, foresight, patience 
and perseverance which have been tempered by 
great love and joy for the children and educational 
mission of the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of 
the Eucharist. As such, we would like to recommend 
them for the medal of St. Dominic.”
 
“From the outset of the pandemic, while many other 
schools were divided as different groups looked out 
for their individual interests, the sole focus of SSA’s 
faculty and staff, led by the principals, seemed to 
be, ‘How can we continue our mission of educating 
these children, with prudence and safety, under 
these circumstances?’ Their first thought was not of 
self (‘what is best for me?’) but of the other, of our 

children. And we know from the Church that this is 
what love is - to will the good of the other.
 
Through that love, the SSA faculty and staff 
exemplified so many of the virtues that we try to 
teach our children:

•	 Prudence: seeking and taking counsel on a 
range of complicated questions from law to 
medicine to emotional health

•	 Fortitude: continuing to press on despite the 
many obstacles that continued and continue 
to arise

•	 Temperance: keeping an even keel in midst of 
strong emotions from many

•	 Charity: seeking the best for the children of 
SSA and their families

There is no better way to educate children in virtue 
than by modeling it. We are incredibly grateful for 
this gift the SSA faculty and staff has given to our 
family through their love of the students of SSA.”
 
On behalf of all of the SSA families, alumni, 
benefactors, and our extended communities, we 
thank you - our principals, teachers, administrators, 
clergy, and custodial and support staff - from the 
bottom of our hearts.
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Fr. Peter Kabaggoza

Sr. Francis Rose  

Rina Caldwell

Alicia McCoy

Kathy Williams

Sr. Maria Gemma

Sr. Maria Fatima

Dawn Hamer

Kristi Offer

Alex Anne Worth

Sr. Ave Maria

Sr. Mary Margaret

Jennifer Holody

Stephanie Peter

Jane Schutz-Bonanni

Kari Kummet

David Stall

Sr. Christiana

Jaclyn Blausey

Molly Kuhl

Katie Pintar

Paul Brown

Dave Mayoros

Jen Thomm

SPIRITUS SANCTUS

ann arbor

Not photographed:

Sr. Mary Perpetua 
(former)

Sr. Mary Ignatius 
(former)

Ruta Gaska (former)



Maria Kelly

Claudia Sandoval

Donna DiFranco

Sr. Fulton Marie

Kay Kranz

Michael Sauter

Andrea Dougoveto

Sr. Simeon Marie

Shawn Jana

Joanna Stratton

Joanna Fedewa

Sr. Mary Ruth

Fr. Michael Peters

Vida Orentas

John Whitby

Kristan Hale (former)

Elizabeth Arena

Sr. Marie Bernadette

Kathryn Muise

Terri Twellman
(former)

Mark Gregor

Lisa Abbott

Sr. Maria Faustina

Michelle Sailer

Joyce Yurko

Julia Kelly (former)

Julie Brooks

Sr. Magdalena

SPIRITUS SANCTUS

plymouth
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We would like to thank all of our volunteers who have generously given their time, talent, and 
energy to make this event a huge success! We would also like to thank all of our vendors and 

charitable sponsors and donors, as well as our patrons and benefactors. Each year we are 
amazed with how all of us come together as one family to support our Sisters and schools in 

the formation of our beautiful children. We thank God for His grace and for all of you.
May God bless you all!

Sincerely,

Reta & Shelly

volunteers

SSA Benefit Gala Chairs 
RETA MOURAD & SHELLY MORELAND

SERVICES AND

Master of Ceremonies
BOB GARYPIE
Benefit Raffle Chair
KATHRYN CALLEJA
Creative & Design Chairs
MICHELLE D IFRANCO &
ROLAINE DANG
Decorations Chair
JENNIFER THOMM
Invitations & Reservations Chair
PEGGY SHIBATA
Wine & Liquor Pull Chairs
ASHLEY HUMPHRIES &
LEX IE BREEDEN

Auction Services
BRAUN & HELMER AUCTION SERVICES

A/V Services
THE ELYSIUM EXPERIENCE

Entertainment
CHATEAU BAND

IT & Website Coordinator
T IM WAGNER

Photo Booth Services
TAPSNAP DETROIT

Photography
EL IZABETH BLOOMFIELD

& MARY COMAZZI
Printing Services

STANDARD PRINT ING
Video Production

CASEY O’LEARY
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The Spiritus Sanctus Academies and the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist 
would like to express their deepest gratitude to the 2022 Benefit Gala Sponsors.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ArborWoman 
Health

Ave Maria 
University

ClearLink Wireless 
Solutions

Genthe Automotive Radrick Realty LLC

Yousif Capital Management
Laurel Manor
Chateau Band

Morgan Stanley, McLean
Tower Group

Alliance Catholic Credit Union
Edwards & Schafer Orthodontics

Nolan & Guest Orthodontics
SSA Cub Scouts Pack 1 & 

Boys Scouts Troop 3

1-800-Self-Storage.com 
John Aird Farm Bureau Agency

AMS Inc.
Detroit Catholic Central High 

School
Emmaus Health

Green Tree Pediatrics
Stephen Manchester Edward 

Jones
McNamara Orthodontics

Mercy High School
Aaron Romain, Merrill Lynch

Kulhavi  Wealth 
Management Team

Siddiqui Orthodontics
St. Catherine of Siena Academy

Standard Printing
TapSnap Detroit

Weingartz
SSA American Heritage Girls

sponsors

Friends of Spir itus Sanctus Academy

GEM Asset Management Hylant Probility Physical Therapy

Paul Mersino, Butzel Long, P.C.

Ave Maria Mutual Funds
Ave Maria Radio

Corporate Travel Service

Father Gabriel Richard High School
Monroe Liquor Plaza

Bronze Sponsors

Silver Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors
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donors

Sean Bono, A&E Jewelry 
African Safari Wildlife Park
Angels, Saints & Stuff 
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum
Auday and Alivia Arabo
Sheri Munce, Art by Sheri
Arthur Murray Dance Studio 
Northville
Ascension Press
Ave Maria Foundation
Ave Maria University
Ave Maria University School
of Law
Beaver Island Boat Company
Belle Tire
Binder Park Zoo
Kathryn and Patrick Blair
Braun & Helmer Auction
Services 
BRONCA
Busch’s South Lyon
Canton Township Police
Department
Jeanne Stevenson, Cards for 
His Glory
Carl’s Golfland
Chevrolet Detroit Grand Prix 
Presented by Lear
Tom and Kathy Cook
CORE Sport Pilates Fitness 
Studio
Corporate Travel Service

David and Thuy Creen
CYCLEBAR Northville
John and Muna Damiani
Dan Hall’s Pinckney Chrysler 
Dodge Jeep RAM
Dance New York
Detroit Catholic Central High 
School
Detroit Red Wings
DFCU Financial
Judy Zabik, Divine Designs Plus
Domino’s Petting Farm
Dow Gardens
Downtown Home and Garden
Dreambox Boutique
The Dynamic Catholic Institute
Edith’s Market
Education in Virtue
Educational Outfitters
Empire Lakeshore Inn
Expressions Music Academy
Falsetta’s Market
Krzystof and Christina
Fidkowski
FireKeepers Casino Hotel
Fox Hills Golf and Banquet 
Center
Frankenmuth River Tours
Friends of SSA
Genthe and Shelly Family
Gilmore Car Museum

Matt Greenough
The HandleBar Detroit
Garrett and Michelle Hanna
Hell Survivors Paintball Playfield
Stephen and Krista Henley
Holiday World and Splashin’ 
Safari
Tabitha Kidman, House of
Joppa
Rick and Ashley Humphries
Joanne Jorissen
Kevin Judge and Emily Pepper
Joe & Dalia Kouza
The Lace Museum Detroit
Ed and Jessica LaFramboise
Lake Forest Golf Club
Leslie Science and Nature
Center
Lewis Jewelers
Little Flower Soap Company
Lisa Kilijanczyk, Little Lu 
Bowtique
Robert and Susan Long
The M Den-Ypsilanti
Magnificat
Main Party Shoppe
MAIZ Mexican Cantina
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Manno Clothing and Tailoring
David and Heather Marchuck
Mark Ridley’s Comedy Castle
Mayflower Party Shop
Meadow Brook Theatre
Megan Zandarski Photography
The Michigan Pedaler
Midwest Tae Kwon Do
Miles Christi
Miles of Golf
Rita L. Miller Financial Coaching
Monroe Liquor Plaza
MotorCity Casino Hotel
Sam and Reta Mourad
Music @ 1st Fine Arts Academy
Esam and Genevieve Naoum 
Noreen Owens Photography
Our Lady of Grace Bookstore
Helen Patti
Bonnie Pepper
Kevin and Susan Perrier
Pilgrim Party Shoppe
Pine Hills Camp
Renewal Ministries 
Reliable Carriers Inc.

Eric and Melissa Rilko
Michael and Irene Ryan
Santa’s Lodge
Savvy Sliders
Heika Scheitler
Mike and Kate Schoenle
Todd and Sheila Schorer
Jonathan and Peggy Shibata
SoulCore
Southwest Airlines
SSA Plymouth 1st, 2nd and 3rd
Grades and Mrs. Shawn Jana
SpringHill Camps
St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit 
Highland Games
St. Francis Retreat Center - 
FaithFest
Anjanette Stoltz
Chris and Julie Szydlowski
Tara Naoum, TaraDactyl’s
Treasures 
Gregory and Claudia Taffe
Sr. Teresa Marie
Theatre NOVA
John and Christina Thelen

Michael and Monika Titus
Valerie Tomasik, CMT
Dale and Laura Tutt
Anastasia Sendo, U...Only
Better Salon
University Musical Society
University of Michigan Museum
of Natural History
Tom and Emory Valley
Monica Vanderlaag 
Tim and Naomi Wagner
Jennifer Walker
Krystin Weeks
Weingartz
Ken Weingartz
David and Jessica Wentworth
Michael and Mihaela Williams
Angela Oakman, Wines for
Humanity
Joseph Pelle, Wines for
Humanity
Richard and Roberta
Wittenborn
Scott and Nichole Worth
Yankee Air Museum
York

The Spiritus Sanctus Academies and the Dominican Sisters of Mary, 
Mother of the Eucharist would like to express their deepest gratitude

to the 2022 Benefit Gala Donors. 

thank you for your generosity!
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games

I Want Money Guessing Jar
What better way to start our Motown celebration than with 
a FREE chance to win $100 CASH just for attending our 
wonderful event! Make sure to stop by the registration area 
and take a shot at figuring out how many disco balls are in our 
fabulous Guessing Jar, because MONEY IS WHAT WE WANT! 
(JK, it’s God’s love and mercy first and foremost, but just go 
with it). The person with the closest estimate wins!!! Winner will 
be announced before the raffle drawings. Please limit one
per guest.

We Want You Back Treasure
Chest Raffle
A fan favorite, take a chance on finding your treasure in this 
fabulous game of luck! Buy one key chance envelope for $25 
or five for $100. If you’re the fortunate finder of a marked key, 
you’ve earned an attempt to COME BACK and open one of 
five mystery treasure chests. All chests contain prizes, but one 
holds $500! Don’t miss this chance to walk away with some 
cold, hard CASH!

It Takes Two Plinko
Try your luck with our new, fabulous Plinko game that was so 
generously built and donated to our Gala by SSA Plymouth’s 
Buonerba family! For $30, you’ll TAKE TWO chances at 
winning a variety of prizes, including $100 cash! You won’t 
want to miss all the fun we’ll be having with this highly 
anticipated new addition to our Gala!

“Money (That’s What
I Want)”
- Barrett Strong, 1959

“I Want You Back”
- The Jackson 5, 1969

“It Takes Two”
- Kim Weston &
Marvin Gaye, 1966
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games

Grapevine Wine & Liquor Pull
Sponsored by Monroe Liquor Plaza

Wine lovers and cocktail drinkers, let’s get movin’ and take 
a chance on a bottle (or few)! Pull one cork or bottle cap 

for $40, or three for $100, and receive a bottle of wine or 
liquor valued up to $130! You might get lucky and find out 

THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE that you’ve won one of our 
limited high-end bottles!

Ave Maria School of Law
Pat & Kathy Blair 

Busch’s South Lyon
Thomas Cook
Edith’s Market

Falsetta’s Market
Matt Greenough

Garrett & Michelle Hanna
Rick & Ashley Humphries

Joe & Dalia Kouza
Main Party Shoppe

Mayflower Party Shop
Monroe Liquor Plaza
Sam & Reta Mourad
Pilgrim Party Shoppe

Todd & Sheila Schorer
Christopher & Julie Sydlowski

Michael & Mihaela Williams

GRAPEVINE WINE & L IQUOR PULL DONORS

“I Heard it Through 
the Grapevine”
- Gladys Knight and the 
Pips, 1967 original





19April 30, 2022  |  AIN’T NO MOUNTAIN HIGH ENOUGH FOR THE LORD

dozen chances

Ultimate SSA Bundle
Win this awesome bundle of all things SSA! Outfit your kiddos with a selection 
of SSA spirit wear apparel. Discover the beauty of the virtues with materials from 
the wonderfully enriching Education in Virtue program used to help the students 
of SSA cultivate holiness in their own lives. Finally, elevate your heart and mind 
as you ask for the Blessed Mother’s intercession with the help of this exquisite 
custom hand-made Spiritus Sanctus Academy Rosary. Made of sterling silver 
and Swarovski crystal, savor its beauty during your own prayer, or give it as the 
perfect First Communion, Confirmation, or graduation gift!
DONATED BY EDUCATIONAL OUTFITTERS, EDUCATION IN 
VIRTUE, AND JUDY ZABIK, DIVINE DESIGNS PLUS

A501

No Lunch Duty, Plymouth
Hey, Plymouth parents, you work hard! You’re busy. You deserve to sit down for a 
minute. Take one obligation off your plate and enjoy some leisurely noon-times 
secure in the knowledge that you’ve fulfilled your family’s obligation for school 
lunch duty. If you win this item, you’ll have no lunch duty for the 2022-2023 
school year at the Plymouth campus! Congratulations, and enjoy all that clear 
space in your calendar!
DONATED BY SSA PLYMOUTH

No Lunch Duty, Ann Arbor
Hey, Ann Arbor parents, you work hard! You’re busy. You deserve to sit down for 
a minute. Take one obligation off your plate and enjoy some leisurely noon-times 
secure in the knowledge that you’ve fulfilled your family’s obligation for school 
lunch duty. If you win this item, you’ll have no lunch duty for the 2022-2023 
school year at the Ann Arbor campus! Congratulations, and enjoy all that clear 
space in your calendar!
DONATED BY SSA ANN ARBOR

A503

A502
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hylant.com  
24 FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT DRIVE, SUITE J4100  |  ANN ARBOR, MI  |  734-741-0044

BUSINESS INSURANCE

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

PERSONAL INSURANCE

Not just  
insurance people.  
Your people.
We look at your insurance needs from a different 
perspective. Yours. Because to us, you’re family.  
Hylant is committed to supporting the communities where 
our clients and employees live and work. Which is why we 
proudly support the tireless efforts of the Spiritus Sanctus 
Academy Benefit Gala.





22 Spiritus Sanctus Academy 26th Annual Benefit Gala

Bring this ad in for 50% OFF* 
Your First Month Rent

*On select sizes, some restrictions may apply
**With availability

SpiritusSanctusGala22 
Ad Expires 12/31/2022

42360 Ann Arbor Rd, Plymouth 
734.413.7123

41999 Ann Arbor Rd, Plymouth
734.455.7950

100% Climate Controlled Units
Heated, Enclosed Drive-In Bay COVERED RV PARKING

Free Use of Truck With Move In!**
No Administrative Fees
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dozen chances

FaithFest 2022 Family Ticket Pack
Bring the entire family to FaithFest, an extraordinary Christian music festival 
that will take place Saturday, June 25, 2022, on the grounds of the St. Francis 
Retreat Center, a beautiful 95-acre campus in DeWitt, Michigan. FaithFest offers 
families and young people a day to join each other in a celebration of faith in an 
upbeat and joyful atmosphere with live music, social and recreational activities, 
food, fireworks, and fun, all centered around an outdoor vigil Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Earl Boyea. Musical performances by Jason Gray, The Afters, CAIN, 
Jonathan Traylor, The Scally Brothers, Winona Avenue and Midsong Rising!
DONATED BY FAITHFEST

A504

One Week at Pine Hills Camp
Every year, local 7th through 9th grade Catholics kids gather for an unforgettable 
and life-changing experience at Pine Hills Camp. The entire week is loaded with 
diverse activities to help each camper grow and mature as a disciple of Christ. 
Give a young person in your life the opportunity to attend with this gift certificate 
good for one week to the boys’ or girls’ camp. (Boys’ Camp is June 12-18, 2022. 
Girls’ Camp is August 7-13, 2022.)
DONATED BY PINE HILLS CAMP

One Spot at a Miles Christi Spiritual 
Exercises Silent Retreat Weekend
This gift certificate is good for one spot at a Miles Christi Spiritual Exercises 
retreat weekend. The Spiritual Exercises are a weekend silent retreat with 
spiritual talks and time for personal meditation. Conferences are preached by 
the priests of Miles Christi according to the method and principles of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola. In addition to the conferences and time for prayer, each day there 
will also be Holy Mass, Holy Rosary, and an opportunity for Confessions. This 
weekend will be sure to leave you feeling restored, renewed, and refreshed!
DONATED BY MILES CHRISTI

A506

A505





RADRICK REALTY LLC  •  REALTOR® 6502399075  •  (734) 644-2241 
BUILT BY REAL ESTATE INVESTORS. MADE FOR YOU. 

  11739 Beacon Hill Dr, Plymouth • Sold for $646,000 
  Trailwood neighborhood record by over $100,000 

 “[A]wesome to work with...went 
above and beyond to ensure our 
experience was smooth...masterful in 
ability to get the best offers for the 
sale of our home and guide us 
throughout the entire process” 
—SSA Family 
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dozen chances

Beats and Bose Gift Basket
Listen to your favorite Motown hits in style whether you’re out and about or 
hangin’ at home! Grab your Beats Solo3 headphones and Under Armour 
sackpack and water bottles the next time you go to the gym, and after that, you 
and the family can spend time cooking or lounging around while listening to 
some relaxing music with your new Bose Soundlink Revolve Bluetooth speaker! 
DONATED BY THE GENTHE, SHELLY, AND THELEN FAMILIES

A507

Michigan Pedaler Gift Basket
Come ride, laugh, and live with the Michigan Pedaler, Detroit’s party bike! You 
and your friends are sure to have a great time seeing the city like never before 
while rolling through Downtown, Midtown, Corktown or Eastern Market. With 
two hours of touring fun, this outing is perfect for parties, birthdays, and more. 
The winner of this gift certificate will receive $100 off the price of any regular 
two-hour 15-passenger pub crawl ride on any Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday during the 2022 season. Gift basket includes Michigan 
Pedaler pint glasses, koozies, coffee, and t-shirt.
DONATED BY THE MICHIGAN PEDALER

Massage and Spa Gift Set Bundle
Indulge in a one-hour massage with Valerie Tomasik, CMT, at her exclusive, cozy, 
and clean Plymouth studio and enjoy a luxury spa gift set featuring top-selling 
items made locally in Chelsea, MI by The Little Flower Soap Company. This 
bundle is sure to leave you feeling pampered and refreshed.
DONATED BY VALERIE TOMASIK, CMT, AND THE LITTLE FLOWER 
SOAP COMPANY

A509

A508
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dozen chances

Lucky Lotto Basket
Try your luck with this basket filled with over $140 worth of lottery tickets and 
mini spirits! With tickets spanning numerous values and games, the odds of 
getting a little something are great, and you never know, you might win big!!! 
Take the chance to be a winner twice over!
DONATED BY FRIENDS OF SSA

A510

Cub Cadet 1X 21’’ HP Snow Blower
It may be Spring, but old man winter lays in wait for next season. Don’t be 
caught without a stellar snow blower to fight the freeze! Make those cold 
winter mornings a little less brutal with this Cub Cadet 1X 21” HP Snow Blower! 
Features a powerful 179cc OHV engine, dependable push-button electric start, 
high-performance auger-propelled drive system, and a 190-degree adjustable 
snow discharge.
DONATED BY WEINGARTZ

$200 Cash
What will you do with $200 in cash? The choice is yours and the possibilities are 
endless!
DONATED BY FRIENDS OF SSA

A512

A511
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Paul M. Mersino
mersino@butzel.com
313.225.7015
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AUCTION

information

APRIL 30TH 
5:15 P.M.

–––––
Doors open

5:30 P.M.
–––––

Games open

8:30 P.M. 
––––

Live Auction
and Scholarship 

Appeal

Silent Auction
•	To participate in the Silent Auction, you will need 

to register for a bidder number through Silent 
Auction Pro. The link to sign up for a bidder 
number and register a credit card for payment can 
be found at www.spiritussanctus.org/gala.

•	Once you have registered for a bidder number, 
you will receive a link with instructions on 
accessing Silent Auction Pro for mobile bidding.

•	While Silent Auction bidding is open, you can 
place the next highest bid on an item, or set a 
max bid using the “Bid for Me” function and Silent 
Auction Pro will automatically place your bid at 
the next highest minimum bid increment until it 
reaches your maximum specified bid.

•	We will announce through email, SchoolSpeak, 
and Facebook when Silent Auction bidding 
opens, and bidding will close on April 30th at 
7:30pm.

•	If you need assistance with Silent Auction bidding, 
please ask a Gala volunteer or contact Silent 
Auction Pro 408-583-4880 option 2.

Live Auction
•	Our Master of Ceremonies will signal when the 

Live Auction portion of the event will begin at 
approximately 8:30 p.m.

•	Live Auction bidding will be in person only. If you 
are not present for the Live Auction but would like 
to submit a bid, you must submit a proxy bid form, 
available on SchoolSpeak or at 
www.spiritussanctus.org/gala. Please contact 
spiritussanctusgala@gmail.com with any 
questions.

•	The Scholarship Appeal will be held during the 

Live Auction portion of the evening.  If you are 
not present, or if you decide you would like to 
donate after the Live Auction closes, you may 
still make a donation through Silent Auction Pro’s 
mobile bidding interface.  If you need assistance, 
please ask a Gala volunteer at the event or contact 
spiritussanctusgala@gmail.com after the event has 
ended.

•	All descriptions of items by the auctioneer shall be final.

Payment
•	 All payments for auction items will be made 

online via credit card through Silent Auction Pro.
•	 Please follow the instructions given in the mobile 

app to complete the checkout process and you 
will receive a payment receipt to the email you 
provided during registration.

•	 Please pay for all items together at the end of the 
evening. If the bidder has not settled payment 
within three days after the event, the auction 
administrator will automatically process payment 
to the card on file.

•	 All sales are final and there are no exchanges or 
refunds on items.

•	 Unless otherwise specified, all auction items and 
services must be used within one year of the 
Benefit Gala event date.

•	 The Fair Market Value set forth for auction items 
and services are the donor’s estimate and are not 
warrantied by Spiritus Sanctus Academy for tax 
purposes or general value.

•	 Spiritus Sanctus Academy makes no expressed or 
implied warranties on auction items or services 
other than those from the manufacturer or 
service provider, which may be included with 
your purchase.

7:30 P.M.
–––––

Silent Auction, 
Games, and Raffle 
Ticket sales close
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Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available certain investment products 
sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a 
registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.
© 2022 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | MAP4264780 Vault-BA1BZ3 | MLWM-242-AD | 470944PM-0222

Aaron Romain
Managing Director 
Wealth Management Advisor
248.488.5085, aaron_romain@ml.com
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
39001 W 12 Mile Rd 
Farmington Hills, MI 48331
https://fa.ml.com/michigan/farmington-hills/kulhavi/



39April 30, 2022  |  AIN’T NO MOUNTAIN HIGH ENOUGH FOR THE LORD

 live auction

One-Hour Private Motown Museum Tour 
with Martha Reeves
You’ll be sure to love this once in a lifetime opportunity to relive memorable 
Motown moments with legendary Motown icon, Martha Reeves of Martha Reeves 
and the Vandellas (Dancing in the Street, Heat Wave, Quicksand, I’m Ready for 
Love). Hear about Motown like never before as Martha guides your 30-person 
party on a private one-hour tour of the Motown Museum. For anyone whose life 
has been touched by the sound of Motown, don’t miss out on this chance to tap 
into the roots of this beloved piece of Detroit history. (Date is to be agreed upon 
after August 1st based on Martha’s availability.)
DONATED BY FRIENDS OF SSA

One-Week Kissimmee, FL Vacation
Enjoy a seven-day/six-night stay in a two-bedroom, six-person unit at Orbit One 
Vacation Villas in Kissimmee, FL! Orbit One Vacation Villas is your home away 
from home. This cozy resort provides a fully furnished two-bedroom/two-bath 
condo with living room, kitchen, and dining area. Villas feature king beds, a 
sleeper sofa, kitchen equipped with cooking utensils and dishes, and in-unit 
washing machine and dryer. On-site amenities include the outdoor pool and 
hot tubs, fitness center, playground, tennis and volleyball courts, putting green, 
barbecue areas, horseshoe pits, and shuffleboard court. Relax in one of the 
resort’s charming hammocks installed around the lush property, or keep up your 
gym routine in the new, larger fitness center. Nearby available activities include 
golf, boating, fishing, horseback riding, helicopter sightseeing, hot air ballooning, 
parasailing, water sports, museums, theaters, restaurants, shopping, and of 
course, parks and attractions including Walt Disney World, Universal Orlando, 
SeaWorld, and Legoland. Spend the day exploring all the area has to offer or 
drive less than an hour away to the Atlantic Coast to see the Kennedy Space 
Center or famed Daytona Beach. No matter what you choose, this will be an 
amazing vacation you will remember for years to come!  Vacation package also 
includes two one-way domestic e-pass flight tickets on Southwest Airlines (can be 
combined for round trip travel).  Your get away awaits! (Prize includes suite rental 
only. Resort and housekeeping fees, as well as any additional expenses incurred, 
are the responsibility of the winner. Must be booked by May 31, 2022 for mutually 
agreeable dates between June 1, 2022 and March 31, 2023.  Southwest e-pass 
tickets for domestic travel only and expire on April 27, 2023.)
DONATED BY KEN WEINGARTZ AND SOUTHWEST AIRLINES

A101

A102
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 live auction

Scholarship Appeal
Let’s outdo one another in generosity! Bid as much as you can to help the 
precious students at the Spiritus Sanctus Academies learn and grow. Help the 
SSA schools fulfill their mission of educating and nurturing God’s children. Your 
charitable donation will help the students most in need of financial support.  
Thank you so much for your generosity!

A104

Good News Marriage Cruise 2023 Couple’s 
Getaway
Imagine sailing away from the cold winter and stress of everyday life for a 
remarkable journey that will anchor your marriage deeper in your faith. This 
experience awaits you and your spouse aboard the 2023 Good News Marriage 
Cruise! Begin your adventure in Ft. Lauderdale, FL on January 14th with an 
exclusive pre-night event featuring a private presentation and Mass by Fr. John 
Riccardo and Gala send-off dinner banquet. The morning of your departure, 
enjoy the included motor coach transfers from the hotel to the pier where you will 
embark aboard Royal Caribbean’s Harmony of the Seas sailing January 15th-21st. 
Take advantage of all this luxury escape has to offer with ports of call in Falmouth 
(Jamaica), Labadee (Haiti), Nassau (Bahamas), and two days at sea, as well as 
opportunities for daily Mass and Confessions, private evening entertainment, and 
exclusive presentations by Sally and Al Kresta, Chris Stefanik, Archbishop Samuel 
Aquila, Teresa Tomeo and Dcn. Dominick Pastore, Fr. Leo Patalinghug, Dr. Ry 
Guarendi, Sr. Joseph Andrew, Steve and Janet Ray, comedian Jeremy McLellan, 
and Cruise Host Fr. Joe Krupp. The lucky couple who wins this item will also 
enjoy an auction-exclusive private dinner with one (or more) of the cruise guest 
speakers in a specialty dining room! You won’t want to miss out on this cruise, the 
perfect gift for your marriage! (Includes inside cabin accommodations. All port 
taxes, government fees, and prepaid gratuities included. Pier transfers or optional 
cancellation insurance not included.)
DONATED BY CORPORATE TRAVEL SERVICE AND FRIENDS OF SSA

A103
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 live auction

One-Week Mexico Vacation at The 
Grand Mayan R iv iera Maya,  Cancun
Enjoy a seven-night stay in luxurious accommodations with endless pools, 
world-class restaurants, activities for all ages, and a staff that caters to your 
every need at The Grand Mayan Riviera Maya, Cancun. You will enjoy a vacation 
filled with fun, relaxation, and the very best service in Mexico. One-bedroom 
accommodations sleep four. Includes private bedroom with king-size bed, living 
room with dining table and sleeper sofa, kitchen, one bathroom, and attached 
terrace with private plunge pool.  (All booking requests should be submitted a 
minimum of 45 days in advance. All reservations subject to availability. Holiday 
fees will apply during travel weeks within seven days of a holiday. Resort taxes and 
fees are due upon check-in and are the responsibility or the winner. Meals, room 
incidentals, and airfare are not included. Upgrades are based on availability and 
can be made at the time of booking. Any additional upgrade expenses are the 
responsibility of the winner. Expires 12-31-2022.  Can be extended for one year 
for additional fee.)  
DONATED BY TOM & EMORY VALLEY

A105

One-Week Naples,  FL  Vacation
Enjoy a one-week stay in this freshly fully furnished Naples, FL vacation home that 
comfortably sleeps eight. The layout includes living room with queen-size sofa 
bed and office workspace (with high-speed Internet), fully-equipped kitchen, 
back den with dining area, master bedroom suite with king-sized bed and private 
bath, one guest bedroom with queen-size bed, second guest bedroom with two 
full beds, guest bath, and laundry room with washer and dryer. The fenced back 
yard contains a spacious outdoor patio area featuring a gas grill, wine fridge, 
abundant seating and sun loungers, and heated pool making it the perfect spot 
to relax and enjoy time with family and friends. Located just ten minutes from the 
white sands of Vanderbilt Beach and five minutes from popular Mercato, FL full of 
dining, shopping, and entertainment, there’s sure to be something for everyone! 
(Vacation home is available for booking May 1st through November 30th, 2023, 
excluding holidays. Please book your dates at least four months in advance to 
ensure availability. Proprietors will consider hosting your furry family member 
(dogs under 35 lbs. only), but PLEASE inquire first. If approved, there will be a 
non-refundable pet fee of $100. All other pets are prohibited. Weekly cleaning 
service is available for an additional charge.)
DONATED BY AUDAY & ALIVIA ARABO

A106
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 live auction

One-Week Ave Maria ,  FL  Vacation
Enjoy a lovely family getaway in sunny Ave Maria, FL with a one-week stay in 
this beautiful, fully furnished La Piazza condo situated in the Ave Maria Town 
Center overlooking the Ave Maria Catholic Church and town piazza. Guests can 
enjoy the use of the two bedrooms and pull-out queen sleeper sofa along with 
a full kitchen, living room, dining area, and third-floor lanai with pool access. 
The condo is only a forty-minute drive from Vanderbilt Beach in Naples and just 
a three-minute walk from the Ave Maria University Oratory. With an Adoration 
chapel that is open 24/7, you and your family can relish the perfect combination 
of vacation fun and spiritual nourishment. (Must be used on mutually agreeable 
dates by April 30, 2023.)
DONATED BY AVE MARIA UNIVERSITY

A107



We’re You’re Financial Guardian Angel.We’re You’re Financial Guardian Angel.

*Primary Savings account, minimum balance required of $5.00. Annual 
Percentage Yield (APY) 0.05% (as of 08/1/2018). $20.00 deposit will
be made to account at time of opening. Must meet membership eligibility.

Scan the QR code and mention this 
coupon for a $20 initial deposit

when you open an account. 

Let’s get you started!

Federally Insured by NCUA

       AUTHENTICALLY CATHOLIC   
AFFORDABLE ACADEMICALLY EXCELLENT 

APPLY TODAY!  CONTACT OUR ADMISSIONS OFFICE  
MARY.REED@AVEMARIA.EDU       239.280.2487  

 THE MICHIGAN SCHOLARSHIP 
$7,000 PER YEAR 
PLUS INSTITUTIONAL AID  



       AUTHENTICALLY CATHOLIC   
AFFORDABLE ACADEMICALLY EXCELLENT 

APPLY TODAY!  CONTACT OUR ADMISSIONS OFFICE  
MARY.REED@AVEMARIA.EDU       239.280.2487  

 THE MICHIGAN SCHOLARSHIP 
$7,000 PER YEAR 
PLUS INSTITUTIONAL AID  



Genthe Automotive would like to thank 
The Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of 
the Eucharist for instilling in our children 

the virtues of the Catholic Church and 

education

Dick Genthe Chevrolet
15600 Eureka Rd

Southgate, MI 48195
734.283.3400
Genthe.com

Genthe Honda
15100 Eureka Rd

Southgate, MI 48195
734.283.2600

GentheHonda.com

Genthe Honda Powersports
15150 Eureka Rd

Southgate, MI 48195
734.374.7346

GentheHondaPowersports.com

Proud Sponsors of SSA!
EMILY MAY  SSA PARENT  734.834.5137

ANDREW GENTHE  SSA PARENT  734.250.0254
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